For Immediate Release: April 7, 2015

Global Catholic Climate Movement Supports Pope Francis’s
April Prayer Intention for Creation, Provides Prayer Resources

In support of Pope Francis’s April prayer intention for environmental protection—“That people may
learn to respect creation and care for it as a gift of God” — the Global Catholic Climate Movement

announces its “Care4Creation Month” prayer campaign by offering resources to help individuals,
parishes, and religious communities pray for the protection of the natural and human environment.

The Care4Creation Month campaign includes reflections on the Stations of the Cross based on Saint

John Paul II's call for an “ecological conversion,” a specially developed set of meditations for the
Glorious, Joyful, Sorrowful, and Luminous mysteries of the Rosary, and a Litany to the Holy Trinity, the
Creator. There are also posters, liturgical aids, daily meditations, and other help.

The group’s invitational letter to parishes states, “in April 2015 we would like to invite your parish
community to join Pope Francis’ universal prayer intention for creation and prepare for his upcoming
encyclical on ecology and climate change. Our concern for creation is above all a concern for life and
what is life-giving.”

“Recognizing that it is Christ who makes all things new,” said Bill Patenaude, a founding member of the
Global Catholic Climate Movement and author of CatholicEcology.net, “we eagerly join our voices to
Pope Francis’s prayer intention for April. And we ask others to join us. We pray for the virtue to live in
accord with God’s laws. We pray for mercy for our sins against each other and against the natural order.
And given that issues like climate change can cause division, we especially pray for unity within the
Church and a willingness to act.” The Global Catholic Climate Movement encourages parishes to
organize special holy hours in April with Eucharistic adoration and Benediction by including Pope
Francis’s prayer intention and the provided prayer resources.

The Global Catholic Climate Movement is an international network of around 100 Catholic organizations
aiming to mobilize Catholics around the world for climate action, in line with Catholic values, especially
the protection of creation and all life. The movement has recently completed a Lenten Fast for Climate

Justice and currently offers a petition asking to keep global warming below 1.5 degrees C, in line with a
letter from Catholic bishops on all continents, developed for the climate meeting in Lima, last
December.

#i## END ###

Notes for Editor


http://www.catholicclimatemovement.global/
http://www.catholicclimatemovement.global/
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/care4creationmonth/
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/lenten-fast/
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/lenten-fast/
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/lenten-fast/
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/petition/
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/petition/

Founded in 2014, the GCCM is an organization of lay Catholics, clergy, and religious, scientists and
activists, networking through new media to promote worldwide reflection, prayer and action on
Catholic teaching on the care of God’s Creation. Further information on the GCCM can be found at
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/

GCCM Contact Details:
®  Australia: Jacqui Rémond, Catholic Earthcare Australia. +61 (02) 8907 9500 (office) +61 0413
715 375 (cell) | jacqui.remond@catholicearthcare.org.au
®  Africa: Allen Ottaro, Catholic Youth Network for Environmental Sustainability in Africa
(CYNESA)+254721605830 (cell) | cynes.africa@gmail.com
®  Asia:

-Lou Arsenio, Archdiocese of Manila Ecology Ministry, Philippines
+63 908 869 0211 | 61louva@gmail.com
-Ciara Shannon, Our Voices (Asia) +852 62096775 (cell) | ciarashannon.hk@gmail.com

o Latin America: Dr. Pablo Canziani, Red Argentina de Laicos, referente Accion Catdlica
Argentina, Investigador Principal Conicet +54-9-11-3582-2279 | pocanziani@gmail.com
° USA: Patrick Carolan, Franciscan Action Network +1-202-527-7565 (office) +1-203-522-2324

(cell) | pcarolan@franciscanaction.org
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